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France

68 million inhabitants (117 per km²)

78 % urban population

Large diversity of landscapes mosaics: 

croplands, cultivated grasslands, natural 

meadows, scrublands and forests

About 7 500 000 sheep

Numerous and diverse wild ungulates, 
e.g. about 1 500 000 roe-deer



Grazing in France (in brief)
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In plains and valley bottoms, sheep 
are grazed within fenced pastures. 

Rotational grazing.

Generally, one or two visit per day by 
the farmer.
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On hilly and mixed rangelands, 
partially wooded, sheep are grazed 
either in fenced pastures or herded 

by a shepherd.
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On alpine high mountain pastures at 
summer > 90% of sheep are grazed under 
the constant care of a shepherd and his 

sheepdogs along daily grazing circuits.

Meuret & Provenza 2014
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Wolves were exterminated in France in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

Since then, French 

breeders and herders 

learned to practice 

grazing in the 

absence of wolves. 

Thus, they were 

unprepared when 

first wolves arrived 

from Italy in 1993.
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